Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 08880 201705Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 TRSE-00 OMB-01 IO-14 ACDA-12 EB-08 AGRE-00 
COME-OO STR-07 /124W 

062715 201827Z/72 

R 201701Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6926 
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS CAIRO 08880 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OTRA, PFOR, EG, UR 

SUB J : SOVIET PAPER SHIPMENTS TO EGYPT 

REF: (A) CAIRO 4769, (B) 77 CAIRO 5404 

1 . MARCH 15 AL AHRAM REPORTED SIGNING OF AN UNSPECIFIED 
NUMBER OF "AGREEMENTS” FOR IMPORT NEWSPRINT, PAPER AND 
CARDBOARD FROM USSR. ACCORDING TO PRESS, EGYPT WILL 
IMPORT 10,000 TONS OF NEWSPRINT, 5,000 TONS OF PAPER (FOR 
CEMENT SACKS) AND 3,000 TONS OF CARDBOARD IN MONTHLY 
SHIPMENTS BEGINNING MAY 1. PRESS MADE NO MENTION OF 
EGYPTIAN EXPORTS TO SOVIETS. 

2. COMMENT: EARLIER PRESS REPORTING (REFTEL A) INDICATED 
EGYPTIAN/SOVIET AGREEMENT TO CONTINUE TRADE AT HALF 1977 
PROTOCOL LEVELS DESPITE LACK OF 1978 TRADE PROTOCOL. WE 
NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT SIZE OF NEWSPRINT SHIPMENTS REPORTED 
PRESS CONSIDERABLY HIGHER THAN HALF AMOUNT CALLED FOR 
UNDER 1977 PROTOCOL (REF B). IF ACCURATE, PRESS REPORT 
MAY INDICATE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN ON-GOING S O VIET -EGYPTIAN 
TRADE RELATIONS. F.TLTS 
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